




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































36 H.W. Brands ’“Founders	Chic”	The	Atlantic	(Sept.,	2003)	
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2003/09/founders-chic/302773/	[accessed	1	
Jan,	2020]	provides an overview of the concept and some of the publications it refers to. Since 2003, the 
category has only expanded, to include a TV adaptation of McCullough’s book on John Adams and Ron 












































































































































































































































































































































































































defeat	in	a	seemingly	meaningless	war	in	Vietnam.		Thus,	faith	in progress, once central to 
the understanding of American history, became inimical. Responding to the end of the 
Vietnam War in 1975, Daniel Bell declared the “end of American exceptionalism.” 
America, Bell argued, no longer inspired belief in a “manifest destiny”; it was no longer 
an exemplary “city upon a hill.” Not only Vietnam but the experience of two World 
Wars, Hiroshima, and recurrent domestic problems of poverty and racism meant that the 
past began to haunt the American imagination.70 Moreover, Americans were fractured 






















the Revolution, failed to bridge. Increasingly, American intellectuals, including 
historians, wrestled with and assumed the burden of the guilt, pain, tragedy and irony of 
the American past, shunning celebratory exceptionalism.71 Liberal theorists argued that 
the self-possessed individual had outlived his historic purpose and that the social 
demands of the modern world required a socialized (what David Riesman called an 
“other-directed”) individual.72 Americans no longer continually remade themselves - on 
the frontier, or by otherwise relocating – but were now forced to confront the limitations 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Fitzpatrick, Ellen. History's Memory: Writing America's Past, 1880-1980. Cambridge, MA: 









































































































Lemisch, Jesse. “Jack Tar in the Streets: Merchant Seamen in the Politics of Revolutionary 
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